
 
 
 
 
 
Key terms & concepts which appear throughout סדר  נשים: 
 
 אֵירוּסִין/קִידוּשִׁין   -  Engagement 
 נִשּׂוּאִין  -  Marriage 
 
Women 
 בְּתוּלָה  -  One who has never had relations before 
 אַלְמָנָה  -  Widow 
 גְּרוּשָׁה  -  Divorcee 
 קְטַנָה  -  Under 12 years old 
 12-12  -  נַעֲרָה½ years old 
 בּוֹגֶרֶת  -  Over 12½ years old 
 
When a man dies without children 
 יִבּוּם  -  When	
  a	
  man’s	
  brother	
  dies and he has a mitzva to marry his wife 
 חַלִיצָה  -  What	
  he	
  does	
  if	
  he	
  doesn’t	
  want to marry her, so that she may marry 
 יָבָם   -  The	
  dead	
  man’s	
  brother 
 זקוקה  /  יבמה  יָבָם  שׁוֹמֶרֶת  /   -  The	
  dead	
  man’s	
  wife	
  (before	
  she's	
  had	
   יִבּוּם/    חַלִיצָה ) 
 זִיקָה  -  The bond which exists between the יָבָם and the שׁוֹמֶרֶת  יָבָם 
 מַאֲמָר  -  A מִדְּרַבָּנָן engagement which should be done prior to יִבּוּם 
 
 The document which a man gives his wife at the time of marriage and says  -  כְּתוּבָּה
that if she becomes divorced or widowed, she will receive payment 

דִּכְרִין  בְּנִין  כְּתֻבַּת   -  A woman’s	
  dowry	
  which	
 her children inherit מִדְרַבָּנָן  
מִצְוָה  בַּת When a girl under  -  מֵאוּן  cancels a מִדְרַבָּנָן marriage which her mother and 
brothers had organised 
 A woman who is physically unable to give birth  -  אַיְלוֹנִית
 A relative whom it is forbidden to marry  -  עֶרְוָה
 כָּרֵת One born from relations which are punishable by  -  מַמְזֵר
 a group who became servants of the Jews – גִּבְעוֹנִים One descended from the  -  נָתִין 
in the time of  ַ יְהוֹשֻׁע and may not marry into the Jewish people 

ם  י  ש  נ  
 



 
 
 
 
 
Key terms, concepts and rules in מסכת  נדרים: 
 
Rules: 
 
הֵןמִכְלַל  לָאו  אַתָּה  שׁוֹמֵעַ     -  From a negative statement, we can deduce that the positive 

is true for the opposite situation. 
 .An oath is invalid if it goes against a previous oath  -  אֵין  שְׁבוּעָה  חָלָה  עַל  שְׁבוּעָה
 .A vow is entirely invalid if part of it is invalid  -  נֵדֶר  שְׁהוּתַּר  מִקְצָתוֹ  הוּתַּר  כּוּלוֹ

	Mitzvos  -  מִצְווֹת  לָאו  לֵיהָנוֹת  נִיתְּנוּ  weren’t	
  given	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  benefit,	
  so	
  one	
  who is forbidden 
to have benefit from someone may benefit from his Mitzvos. 
 When the status of an action becomes clarified and set retroactively after it  -  בְּרֵירָה
takes place. 

אַפִילוּ  בְּאֶלֶף  לא  בָּטֵלדָּבָר  שֶׁיֵשׁ  לוֹ  מַתִּירִין     -  Something which can become permitted in 
the future cannot be nullified in a mixture, e.g. if something belonging to the  בֵּית

	can הַמִּקְדָּשׁ  be	
  redeemed	
  then	
  even	
  if	
  it’s	
  mixed	
  up	
  with	
  1000	
  permitted	
  things,	
  they	
  
don’t	
  cancel it out and they are all forbidden. 
 When one says something which could be interpreted in  -  מָחִית  אִינָשׁ  נַפְשֵׁיה  לִסְפֵיקָא
different ways, he intends only the most certain interpretation. 
 When a woman makes a vow, she intends that it  -  כָּל  הַנוֹדֶרֶת  עַל  דַּעַת  בַּעֲלָה  נוֹדֶרֶת
only be valid if her husband approves. 
 
Concepts and Terms: 
 
 יָד  -  An incomplete נֵדֶר whose intention is clear 
 כִּינוּי  -  A foreign language term meaning the same as a vow 

 
 דָּבָר הָאָסוּר  -  Something forbidden even without a נֵדֶר 
 דָּבָר  הַנָדוּר  -  Something which becomes forbidden as a result of a נֵדֶר, e.g. a קָרְבָּן 

 
 The common meaning of something in people’s language  -  לָשׁוֹן  בְּנֵי  אָדָם

(חַרָטָה)  תַחפּ ֶ    -  A consequence of the נֵדֶר which	
  would’ve	
  prevented	
  him	
  making	
  it	
  
had he realised about it 

מִן  הֶחָכָם  שְׁאֵלָה   -  Asking a תַּלְמִיד  חָכָם to find a פֶּתַח to annul his vow 
 Something which is intangible, including an action  -  דָּבָר  שֶׁאֵין  בּוֹ  מַמָשׁ
 תּוֹרָה We are bound by an oath which was made when the  -  מוּשְׁבָּע  וְעוֹמֵד  מֵהַר  סִינַי
was given to keep the Torah 
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	He“  -  "לא  יַחֵל  דְּבָרוֹ"  should	
  not	
  violate	
  his	
  word”	
  – the source for נְדָרִים which are 
valid מִדְּרַבָּנָן 

	One’s  -  דְּבָרִים  שֶׁבְּלֵב  intention	
  which	
  is	
  thought	
  but	
  not	
  expressed 
 A group who converted to Judaism and whose Jewish status is debated  -  כּוּתִים
 בְּרִית  מִילָה A man who has not had a  -  עָרֵל
 A shared courtyard which is too small for one partner to  -  חָצֵר  שֶׁאֵין  בָּהּ  דִין  חַלוּקָה
force the other to buy it all or sell his share 
בָּתשׁ ַ  The maximum distance one can travel on  -  תְּחוּם  שַׁבָּת  from the edge of his city 
 אַמוֹת 2000 –
 surrounding a city; it’s considered part of the city אַמוֹת   702/3  -  עִיבּוּר  הָעִיר
 Until but not including  -  עַד  וְלא  עַד  בִּכְלָל
 An unlikely and unexpected occurrence  -  נוֹלָד
 Something which causes one suffering if deprived of it  -  עִינוּי  נֶפֶשׁ
 Something which affects the relationship of a husband and wife  -  דְּבָרִים  שֶׁבֵּינוֹ  לְבֵינָהּ

	Different  -  פֵּאָה/שִׁכְחָה/לֶקֶט  gifts	
  from	
  one’s	
  field	
  which	
  must	
  be	
  given	
  to	
  the	
  poor 
 
Some important grammar for the Masechta! 
 
 at the beginning of a word; used for comparison כ' A  -  כָּ"ף  הַדִּמְיוֹן

	at ה' A  -  הֵ"א  הַיְדִיעָה  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  a	
  word;	
  means	
  ‘the’ 
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